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Items to look at when selecting a 
location.

1. Is  t h e  b u ild in g d e s ign e d  t o  m e e t  t h e  re q u ire m e n t s  o f you r  b u s in e ss  t yp e . 
(Occu p a n cy Cla ss ifica t ion )

Exam ple : A licensed  re stauran t (A2 occupancy classification) cou ld  requ ire  a  bu ild ing to  have  a  fire  a la rm  system  or fire  suppre ssion  
system  to  be  insta lled . These  a re  h igh-cost item s.

 If m ore  than  150 pe rsons, it would  requ ire  a  fire  a la rm  system  to  be  insta lled .

 A fire  suppression  system  m igh t be  requ ired  based  on  the  size  of the  bu ild ing. (Square  footage  and  #  of Storeys)

2. Som e  b u s in e ss  a re  n o t  a llow e d  t o  sh a re  t h e  sa m e  b u ild in g w it h  o t h e r  ce r t a in  t yp e  
o f b u s in e sse s .

Exam ple : Ce rta in  factorie s (High-Hazard  Industria l Occupancie s) a re  not a llowed to  share  the  sam e  bu ild ing with  an  Assem bly, 
trea tm ent, ca re  facilitie s or a  re siden tia l occupancy.
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3. Fire  se p a ra t ion s  b e t w e e n  su it e s  sh a ll m e e t  t h e  m in . b u ild in g cod e  re q u ire m e n t s .

Exam ple : A licensed  re stauran t (A2 occupancy classification) next to  a  re ta il shop  (E occupancy classifica tion) requ ire s;

 A m in im um  2 hour ra ted  fire  separa tion  sha ll be  insta lled .

 The  m in im um  fire  ra ting is from  each  side  of the  fire  separa tion . Th is would  be  cha llenging to  ach ieve  if the  existing busine ss next 
to  the  fire  separa tion  is ope ra ting.

4. Fire  s t op p in g on  a  fire  se p a ra t ion  m a y b e  re q u ire d  t o  b e  com p le t e d  if n o t  cod e  
com p la in t .

Exam ple : The re  a re  existing bu ild ings tha t have  a  fire  separa tion  tha t do  not have  pene tra tions or the  jo in ts a t the  junctions b e tween  
assem blie s sea led  with  an  approve  fire  stop  system . (wall to  roof or wall to  floor)

 The  approved  fire  stop  system  sha ll be  a  sea lan t (exam ples; Hilti or 3M products) tha t pass the  CAN/ULC-S115 te sting standard .
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5. Me e t in g t h e  m in im u m  Acce ss ib ilit y (Ba r r ie r -fre e ) cod e  re q u ire m e n t s .

Exam ples: Principa l en trances, washroom s, barrie r-free  pa ths of trave l.

 Washroom  facilitie s sha ll be  designed  to  accom m odate  the  pub lic and  sta ff.

 Accessib ility to  the  floor leve ls be low or above  the  en trance  leve l m ay be  requ ired  based  on  what type  of occupancie s a re  
p roposed  for those  leve ls.  (A proposed  a rcade  on  a  second  floor of a  bu ild ing where  the  su ite  exceeds 100m 2, would  requ ire  a  
barrie r-free  pa th  of trave l. A passenge r e leva tor, ram p or o the r p la tform -equipped  passenge r-e leva ting devices a re  various form s 
of barrie r-free  pa ths of trave l)

 Fron t p rincipal en trance  m ust m ee t the  m in im um  wid th  and  a  power door ope ra tor, as we ll as a ll doors in  a  barrie r-free  pa th  of 
trave l. (Th is app lie s to  both  the  exte rior door and  in te rior door to  vestibu le s)
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6. Ce r t a in  p rop ose d  b u s in e sse s  m a y re q u ire  a  gre a se / o il in t e rce p t o r  t o  b e  in s t a lle d  
w it h in  t h e  cit y sa n it a ry se w e r  sys t e m . As  p e r  se ct ion  8 o f t h e  cit y byla w  C-1041-18.

Exam ple : A garage  veh icle  repa ir business would  requ ire  an  Oil and  Grease  In te rcep tor to  be  insta lled .

 If one  is requ ired , the  Authority Having Jurisd iction  (AHJ) m ay request the  size  and  type  of in te rcep tor to  be  subm itted  by an  
approved  p rofessiona l enginee r for review. Th is m ay include  ca lcu la tions if requested  by the  AHJ.

  Th is is  requ ired  by not on ly the  Albe rta  Build ing Code , bu t a lso  the  Nationa l Plum bing Code  of Canada .

 Also, any re stauran t or o the r industria l, com m ercia l or institu tiona l  p rem ises where  food  is cooked , p rocessed  or p repared  tha t is  
connected  d irectly or ind irectly to  a  san ita ry sewer system  will requ ire  a  Food-Re la ted  Grease  In te rcep tor.

 Any prope rty for which  the  city a t its  so le  d iscre tion  deem s it reasonab le  would  requ ire  an  in te rcep tor.
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Con t a ct  t h e  Au t h or it y Ha vin g Ju r isd ict ion .

 The  best p ractice  when  looking a t loca tions for a  p roposed  business p rior to  m aking any lega l com m itm ents or sign ing of a  lease  
is to  ta lk with  the  Citie s Safe ty Codes Officers. We  will do  our best to  in form  you  of what the  codes requ ire  on  tha t loca tion  with  
the  type  of business you  a re  p roposing.

Source: iStock



Any questions?

Thank you

7


	New Businesses and the Building Code
	Items to look at when selecting a location.
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Contact the Authority Having Jurisdiction.�
	Thank you

